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AN INTRODUCTION FOR STAFF AND PARENTS

Why are communities important to God? This Interact Teacher Manual forms part of the theme, God is One God and wants us to be cooperative. In this Devotions study we will learn about the Triune God and God’s intention for his people to live in unity. We will also learn to study the Bible as we read Deuteronomy and Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, which teaches the importance of being in unity.
Community is very important to God. A healthy community is a reflection of his nature of unified diversity and results in blessing to the people within and around it, and to the created world in which they live. When God created Adam and Eve he told them to “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:26) and in so doing he charged them with the task of building a community. When he spoke to Abraham thousands of years ago, God told him to “Go from your country, and your kindred, and from your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 12:1). The purpose of God’s community was to be a blessing to the world.
Later, after Jesus had completed his work on the cross, the early Christians were told, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness, into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Once again the purpose of God’s community is to be a blessing to the world.
As we study communities in Devotions this term, we will remember that they have a purpose in God’s eyes and that as a Christian community we have a special role in blessing both God, and the world around us. It is a challenge to us to seek to build community with people around us, to foster relationships and encourage each other, and to provide a full and healthy sense of belonging for our children.
PRE-PLANNER GUIDE
Resource People

· Christian parents
· Church leaders
· People who have lived in different sorts of communities, for example, in other countries
Special Features could include:

· Hosting a school or class dinner or function with the express purpose of helping to build strong relationships between families within the school
· Taking time to listen to stories from some of the school families that tell about past experiences that have shaped their lives and/or taught them about God
· Brainstorming as many family-inclusive, relationship-building activities as you can that the class could host. Choose the best two or three and, as a class, see if you can organise them into occur during the year
· Praying for each other and the school families and needs
· Volunteering to serve or raise funds for a service organisation
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Communities are part of God’s plan for people. He designed the first communities and determined that Abraham’s family and descendants would be a community who would live in His ways and be a blessing to the world. In Genesis we read that Adam needed a helper, but no suitable one was found until God created Eve. Together, they were instructed to surround themselves with a community of people (Genesis 1:28). Later we read of God’s promise to Abraham that an entire nation would spring from his family, and that this community would bring blessing to all people everywhere (see Genesis 12-17). Jesus taught much about how to interact with other people and live in harmony (see Matthew 5:13-16, Matthew 22:37-40 and John 13:34-35), while the early church exemplified a community of God’s people (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35).
The Psalmist was inspired to remind us, “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). Living in community is God’s idea, and interdependent thinking is commonsense (see Romans 15:5,6; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).
Communities are valuable to God, because they are intended to be a picture of the unity of our Triune God and a blessing to the world.
What is the Christian understanding of the Trinity and why is it important?

Imagine that we are two-dimensional, instead of three-dimensional beings. We live on a flat plane. We can see in front and behind us, but we cannot see above or below us because we are not three-dimensional. We can move in limited ways. We understand length and breadth. We do not understand height or weight. There are many other dimensions that we do not understand. Now imagine that Jesus came as a three-dimensional being into our ‘Flatland’. We would only understand the aspects of His being that were two dimensional. We would see His footprints and we might hear His voice, but we would only have a limited understanding of Him.
Now consider the dilemma of a blind man encountering an elephant. He feels his tail, and says, “I’ve found a snake.” Then he feels his legs and enormous feet, and says, “No, it is actually a tall tree.” Next he feels his big, floppy elephant ears, and says, “It really must be a part of a big curtain.” Soon the elephant’s trunk is close enough for him to feel, and he changes his mind again. “It must be a huge vacuum cleaner that I’ve found.”

Trying to understand the nature and character of God is a bit like that. We do not understand, because we are limited by what we can see and know as humans. Our perceptions of God are restricted by our capacity to make sense of what we see, which we often do by way of comparing Him to things with which we are familiar.. We are finite, yet he is infinite. We are created; he is the Creator. How can we fully understand the nature and character of God? It is impossible! If we could, we would be God! 
However, foundational truth has been revealed to us by God in his Word, the Bible, which enables us to grasp something of who he is, as well as the nature of the diverse, unified, created order of the world he has made.

Perhaps it helps us to understand our finiteness to consider that God is multi-dimen​sional and bigger than we could ever envisage! He is the unseen listener and observer of everything we say and do because he surrounds us in a multi-dimensional way. Jesus came to the earth in our three-dimensional world, so that we could know God in a way we could understand. Jesus walked through walls after His resurrection because he was no longer able to be held by the dimensions of time and space that limit us as humans.
He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell with us daily so that we could have his presence, with us constantly.
From the revelation of God in Scripture, our finite understanding of God is that he is Triune. He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons and yet one God. This is a profound truth that is fundamentally different from the teaching of any other religion in the world. Our God is not created by human hands. He is the Creator. He is not part of the universe, or any created thing. He is separate and distinct. He is not a holy man. He came in the form of a man, into our dimension, so that we could understand Him. Although there are many false gods competing for worship and honour, there is only one true God, whose nature encompasses everything good and whose desire is towards His creation, and particularly the pinnacle of His creation: human beings.

Our God is not made in our image. We are made in His image, and have some of His characteristics, in a limited way. Our God is not fully knowable, but we are fully knowable by Him.

If our relationship with our multi-dimensional God begins during our time on earth, we will have begun a relationship that will continue in eternity, when death breaks the barriers of time, space, and other limitations that we do not even realise that we have. That is exciting!

The following quote is inspiring:

“It is impossible to overstate the greatness of the fatherly affection God has for His one and only Son ... The Son of God has the fullness of deity ... We may conclude that the pleasure of God in His Son is pleasure in him. Since the Son is the image of God (Col 1:15) and the radiance of God (Heb 1:3) a stamp or imprint of the nature of God (Heb 1:3) and the form of God (Phil 2:6), equal with God, and indeed is God, therefore God’s delight in the Son is delight in Himself. All that he is he sees reflected fully and perfectly in the countenance of his Son. And in this He rejoices with infinite joy.

At first this sounds like vanity. It would be vanity if we humans found our deepest joy by looking in the mirror. We would be vain and conceited and smug and selfish if we were like God in this regard. But why? Aren’t we supposed to imitate God? (Matt 5:48, Eph 5:1) Yes, in some ways. But not in every way. This was the first deceit of Satan in the Garden of Eden: he tempted Adam and Eve to try to be like God in a way that God never intended them to be like him - namely self-reliant. Only God should be self-reliant. All the rest of us should be God-reliant” (Quoted from Piper, J. (1991) The Pleasures of God. Multnomah Press, USA).

How does the story of the Bible, particularly in Deuteronomy and Ephesians, show us that God is a God of community?
The Bible is the story of God’s work in the community of the people of Israel, and later in the world, and of different community’s responses to God.

Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy means ‘A copy of the law’ or ‘These are the words’ and outlines laws and rules for God’s people at the time it was written. Laws and rules exist for the protection and benefit of people and environments. God’s laws are an expression of His love and care for us. This book was given by God to Moses, who wrote it down for the people of Israel – many of whom were born in the wilderness – as an outline of God’s expectations about how his people should relate to each other in community. It was written in the plains of Moab, where the people of Israel were camped. God had given the law to Moses at Mt Sinai, and the people of Israel were waiting to enter the Promised Land after having wandered for 40 years. Moses would die before they enter it.
Deuteronomy is a record of God’s covenant with the people of Israel and outlines the speeches which Moses gave. It tells us the final preparations that the children of Israel needed to make before entering the Promised Land – to remember what God has done, to remember what he expects, and to remember his attributes.

MOSES’ FIRST SPEECH: Looking Back - What God has done for us (Deut 1-4)
Moses was given the responsibility to prepare the people for a major event – entering the Promised Land – and yet he would not be a part of it. In Moses’ first speech to the people, he reminded them of what God had done for them, and of the many times when they had failed to trust Him. God chose Israel to be His special people through whom other peoples, who only served idols, could know the Creator God and His ways. He wanted to teach His people how to have strong relationships and good character, as these are the foundations of a great nation.
We are reminded that remembering what God has done is an important facet of growing our faith. Willfulness (against God) is always linked to a breakdown in individual and communal life.
MOSES’ SECOND SPEECH: Looking Up - What God Expects of Us (Deut 4-6)
God gave Moses the Ten Commandments as part of His covenant with the people of Israel. God has given us principles to follow in order to live well, in unity with Him and others.
MOSES’ THIRD SPEECH: Looking Out - Warnings for the Future (Deut 28-30)

Moses speaks in this section of blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, and explains that struggles to be unified often have their root in disobedience to God’s laws and principles.

CONCLUSION: The Last Words and Acts of Moses (Deut 31-34)
Moses encouraged the people to remember God’s faithfulness, and sang a song of encouragement and blessing to the people. We are reminded that although we make mistakes, God continues to love us and call us back to His ways. God calls us to love Him, love His people and love His world in order to live in unity.
Deuteronomy reminds us that we have a God who speaks and acts, and wants to be a part of our daily lives. Jesus often quoted from the book of Deuteronomy – especially when tempted by Satan.
Ephesians
The book of Ephesians is a letter written by Paul to the church in Ephesus when he was a prisoner in Rome, about 61 years after the birth of Jesus. At that time, most of the Middle East was united under Roman leadership, and there were many issues causing disunity amongst the believers in Ephesus. The book of Ephesians addresses the issue of unity as found in Jesus.

In chapter one, Paul explains that God is a gracious God who has blessed us, chosen us, adopted us, saved us, forgiven us and given us wisdom, so we should be gracious and generous with others. God desires that all things in creation be brought together in unity under Jesus. Paul prays for greater understanding of God, who desires his church to function as a body under its head, Jesus.

In chapters two and three, pictures are used to describe unity:

· two men being made into one man

· a barrier or dividing wall being removed

· foreigners becoming citizens of our country

· belonging to a household, like a family

· a building joined together by Jesus

· heirs of the same inheritance

· members of a body

· people who share a promise or covenant

· people who share a secret or mystery about God

· members of the same family
In chapter four, we are given practical advice for building unity – that we need to demonstrate love toward others, to practise humility, gentleness, patience and forbearance, and to make every effort to keep the unity of Christ – because we can have unity and then lose it. We are reminded that we have unity because:
· We have the bond of peace that ties us together tightly and with strength
· We are one body - the Church is not many separate institutions, but one body
· There is one Spirit – the same Spirit who comes on believers
· The Spirit gives us one hope
· We have one Lord and Master
· We have one faith to unite us
· We have one baptism – a sacrament of unity
· We have one God, the Father of all
· God reigns over all
· The body of the church is made up of people who individually receive His grace and use the gifts He has given for the building up of everyone

More pictures to describe unity: body, ligaments, one new man

In chapter five, Paul explains that in order to build unity we must change our habits and actions, by:
· replacing greed and bad language with thanksgiving
· replacing evil partnerships with good
· not covering up fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather exposing them
· replacing laziness with making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil

· replacing foolishness with understanding what the will of God is
· replacing drunkenness with being filled with God’s Spirit and singing from your heart with thanks

Chapter six describes the importance of unity in community: in families and workplaces. In Greek and Roman society, wives had obligations to their husbands but not vice versa. In this, as in other respects, Christianity introduced a revolutionary approach to marriage that equalised the rights of wives and husbands and established the institution on a much firmer foundation than before. One word summed up the role of the wife – ‘submit’. One word does the same for the husband – ‘love’. For a man to love his wife is to love himself. The wife is not property, but a part of him. Christ loves us as part of His own body.
In Roman society, the father’s authority was ultimate and it was a new idea that they should be sensitive to the way children felt. Slaves were considered to be ‘property’. Paul teaches them to see their tasks as a calling, a way in which to serve God. Masters are to treat slaves as they want to be treated. 
We are reminded that Satan wishes to destroy our unity, and that we should ready to do battle. A picture of an army in unity in battle against an enemy under the leadership of Jesus is presented.
How did Jesus demonstrate unity with God the Father and with the Holy Spirit?
Jesus was the Son of God, born on Earth. He was the exact image of God, and yet man. He was without sin, despite being tempted by Satan. He explained that he and the Father were one and throughout his life on Earth, maintained his mission to complete the work of the Father - to bridge the gap between God and man by offering forgiveness from sin and the hope of eternal life through his death on the cross.
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God for the following reasons:
· He claimed to be God
· He claimed to deserve the same honour as God
· He claimed that people should believe in him
· Jesus accepted worship from people
· Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins
· Jesus claimed to be “Life”
· Others said He was who he said he was
· Jesus was either Lord as he said he was, or a liar, or a lunatic
· Prophecies about his coming and life were fulfilled in Jesus
· Jesus rose from the dead
If God became a man, we would expect him to:
· Have an unusual entrance into life - Jesus did

· Be without sin – Jesus was

· Manifest the supernatural in the form of miracles - Jesus did

· Have an acute sense of difference from other men - Jesus did

· Speak the greatest words ever spoken – Jesus did

· Have lasting and universal influence - Jesus has
How can I develop a good community in my home and school?
Because we are all different, unity is a gift given by God to enable us to work and live as one. Good communities are created by healthy families and individuals. The hardest place to demonstrate good character is often in our families because we can be less careful about the way we behave when we are at home. If we learn to love and develop good character in our families, it will be easier to have good character in all areas of our lives. 

Our differences are to be used for the benefit of all. However, we cannot have true unity with others if we are not at peace within ourselves and do not have our spirits yielded to God. God wants us to be in harmony or at peace with ourselves.

God gives a spirit of unity as we follow Christ, because God holds us together. The Bible reminds us to be humble and loving, willing to associate with all people regardless of their position, popularity, or influence.

Disunity occurs wherever there is sin. We will only have complete unity in Heaven, where there is no sin. These things damage unity:

· deceit and anger

· stealing

· gossip
· unwholesome talk
In order to build unity we must change our habits and actions:
· replace lies with truth

· replace stealing with working usefully and giving generously to those who are in need

· replace unwholesome talk with only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs

· replace bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, with kindness, compassion and forgiveness

The Big Idea is:

God is one God and wants us to be cooperative
The Habit of Character is:

Cooperation
The Habit of Mind is:

Thinking Interdependently
The Key Understanding is:
God is one God and wants us to be cooperative
The Focus Question is:

Why are communities so valuable to God?
New Zealand Curriculum Requirements
Vision: 


Be connected in living and learning
Principles: 


Demonstrate inclusion of others and community engagement
Values:


Appreciate diversity, respect, community and participation
Key Competencies: 
Develop skills in relating to others
KEY AREAS OF INVESTIGATION
We are investigating:
1.0 What is the Christian understanding of the Trinity and why is it important?
2.0 How does the story of the Bible, particularly in Deuteronomy and Ephesians, show us that God is a God of community?

3.0 How did Jesus demonstrate unity with God the Father and with the Holy Spirit?

4.0 How can I develop a good community in my home and school?
KEY AREAS OF INVESTIGATION
Firing Up

Fire Up the imaginations and learning desires of the students in the following ways:

Relate - connect students in engaging ways with the topic

Recall - identify prior knowledge

Raise questions and recognise problems - assist them to raise questions

Research (initial) - initiate research in the Key Areas of 
Investigation
	Relate


	To introduce the topic, discuss the following together:

· the focus of our investigation this term (what makes a great community and why it is valuable to God and to people)
· the information we will gather (how God works together as a Trinity, and how he wants us to work together as people)

· how we will record what we have learned and present our ideas creatively to our school community at the conclusion of the term
	· Engages with the topic of study
· Contributes to discussion

	
	Explore the concept of God as a triune God, by one or more of the following:

· Boiling some water and comparing the steam, the water, and some ice cubes. Discuss how it is all water, but in different forms

· Discussing how one thing can be made of many, such as one bunch of grapes. Make a list of singular collective nouns

· Discussing the ‘Flatland’ or ‘Blind Man and the Elephant’ story
· Devising analogies about why understanding the nature of God is difficult for us, e.g. Like an ant looking at a skyscraper

· Asking God to help you understand more about him, even though we cannot fully understand because we are human
	· 

	
	List your ideas the concept of God as a Trinity (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit). Sort them into categories such as:

· What you know

· What you think you know

· What you think you will learn

Leave space to add to your list as you investigate during the study
	· 

	
	Conduct a survey about ‘Who is God?’ or ‘What is God like?’ Discuss findings
	· 

	
	Form groups of three people. Have a discussion to discover what ideas, hobbies, interests, family structure, gifts, and things you all have in common. Identify the things that are unique to only one person and then share what you discovered with the larger group


	· 

	
	Prepare to begin reading Deuteronomy and/or Ephesians, and discuss one of more of these questions before you start:

· When and where and by whom was this written?

· What would you like to learn as you read this?

· What do you already know about this part of the Bible story?

· What do you think will happen?

· What other question(s) do you have?
	· 

	
	Begin reading Deuteronomy and/or Ephesians in ten or fifteen minute slots to begin, and do the following as you read:

· Mark with a sticky note the places in the text that jump out at you, surprise you, connect you to something in the text, or tell about something you already know about

· Write your thoughts on the sticky note so that you remember them later

· Write out some of the passage in your journal or on the Discovery Sheet so you can think about it later

· Write in your journal or on the Discovery Sheet your thoughts, using triggers like:

· This reminds me of …

· I was wondering about …

· This is like …

· This explains why …
	· 

	
	One of the habits of mind of successful people is that they think interdependently. Discuss what you think is meant by this and give examples in life when people do this with positive outcomes. Thank God that he is the perfect example of how cooperate with others, and ask him to help you learn more about him and how he wants us to live 
	· 

	
	Brainstorm some community-building activities which you could plan, such as:
· Hosting a school or class dinner or function with the express purpose of helping to build strong relationships between families within the school
· Taking time to listen to stories from some of the school families that tell about past experiences that have shaped their lives and/or taught them about God
· A family-inclusive, relationship-building activity that the class could host
	· 


	Recall

	Recall a time when you have felt a valued part of a community of friends, or family, or school or Sunday School. Do a Looks Like, Sounds Like, Feels Like chart to recall:

· How did you feel?

· What did you think?

· Why do you think being a good community is valuable?
	· Identifies prior knowledge
· Recalls personal experiences related to the topic

	
	Play a brainstorming game, where students in small groups write down as many ideas as they can think of a specified time, about the following questions:

· What are some things we already know that help us to work and play together happily? 
· What are some rules God gave the people of Israel to help them live together happily? 
· What do we already know about Moses?
· What do we already know about the first Christians?
· What do we know about communities?
· What do we know about how to work towards unity?
· What do we know about things that cause disunity?
· Who do we know who is good at bringing people to work together when they have been arguing?
· What does the Bible say about community? What does the Bible say about unity?

· What does the Bible say about disunity?
Share ideas together to create a bank of ‘Ideas we agree with’ and ‘Ideas we need to explore further’
	· 

	
	Think of a time when you or someone you know was involved in a disagreement that continued for a long time. Share what the outcomes were of the situation and how it was resolved, if at all. Identify synonyms and antonyms of community, unity, harmony, interdependence 
	· 

	
	Review the ‘big story’ of the Bible together, outlining the different key eras or ‘acts’ in the story: 

· Act 1: Creation  (Gen 1-3)
· Act 2: The Fall (Gen 3-11)
· Act 3: Israel  (Gen 12 – Mal)
· Act 4: Jesus (Mt – Jn)
· Act 5: The Church  (Acts – Jude)
· Act 6: New Creation (Rev)

Identify the main characters and stories in particular communities in each ‘act’ and which of the books of the Bible we study this term go in each ‘act’ of the story. Brainstorm communities in the Bible in each ‘act’ which worked well together for a time, and others which struggled to work well
	· 

	
	Before beginning to read Deuteronomy, discuss:

· What do you know about the ancient people of Israel that could prepare you for reading these stories?
	· 

	
	Before beginning to read Ephesians, discuss:

· What do you know about the people of Ephesus and the early Christians there?
	· 


	Raise Qns and Recognise

Problems


	As a class, identify questions you would like to know the answers to in relation to this topic.  The following is a range of suggested ideas:

	
	Before you begin to read the books of Deuteronomy or Ephesians, complete the Discovery Sheet ‘Looking Forward Guide’.

Design questions about the setting of each book, and do some investigations to develop a picture of the different periods in which each book was written. Place them on a timeline. Later you can draw comparisons between the two eras, and how community was understood differently in each time period
	· Identifies relevant issues

	
	Think about what you would like to learn about as you investigate God as one God, and living in unity. Design questions that start with what, when, who, where, why and how, or consider the following questions and discuss which ones you would like to research further:
· What does God want to tell me about unity through His Word?
· What does the Bible teach us about community/unity/diversity?
· What does the Bible tell us about what God like? 
· What does the Bible tell us about what people are like?
· Who was this book written to?
· What was happening in history at the time it was written?
· Where in the world did the author live?
· How does what we learn about God relate to living in our community?
· What problems arise in the classroom or the playground that stop us from working together well? What does the Bible say about this? 
	· Writes open-ended questions
· Frames questions to focus an enquiry

	
	Discuss students’ ideas about the Focus Question, Why are communities so valuable to God? Identify the four Key Areas of Investigation and then invite students to create sub-questions related to each of them. For example:

1.0 What is the Christian understanding of the Trinity and why is it important?
· What does Trinity and Triune mean?

· What are some other attributes of God, and how do they differ from the gods of other religions?
· Why is understanding about the Trinity important to Christians?
2.0 How does the story of the Bible, particularly in Deuteronomy and Ephesians, show us that God is a God of community?

· What is a community?
· How does God relate like a community?

· What stories from the past help us to know the different persons of God?
3.0 How did Jesus demonstrate unity with God the Father and with the Holy Spirit?

· What do we read in the Bible about God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?
· What did Jesus say about the Father and the Spirit?
4.0 How can I develop a good community in my home and school?
· What makes a school community a happy place in which people feel a valuable part of the team?

· What makes a family a happy place in which people feel a valuable part of the team?

· Why is the Christian church called the ‘body of Christ’?

· What makes the ‘body of Christ’ or the Christian community a happy place in which people feel a valuable part of the team?
	· Designs a framework to guide an investigation

	
	Identify questions of interest arising from the Recall section. Discuss:

· what sources you could use to find answers to these questions

· what skills you will need as you investigate

· what planning you might need to make to prepare for your presentation at the end of term
	· Identifies relevant issues

	
	Sometimes people take the rules and culture of a particular biblical community in history and say that those same rules should 

apply throughout history. Discuss:

· Why is it important for us to understand the context in which God spoke – the setting, the time period, the people?

· Why is it important for us to consider the impact that Jesus has had on the words that were spoken in the Old Testament?
	· Identifies relevant issues

	
	The Bible is the story of God’s work in the world, and that work revolves around Jesus. It helps us to read the Bible and see that we are part of God’s continuing work in the world today. As you read the Bible this term, ask yourself questions like:
· What is the setting, the time period that this was written? Which Act was it written in?

· Who were the people this was written about and to, and what were they like?

· What does this teach me about what God is like?

· How did this prepare people for the coming of Jesus? Or How does this reveal Jesus to us?

· How have things changed since Jesus’ resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit?

· How does God want me to live today in my setting and time in history?
	· Frames questions to focus an enquiry



	
	Write an interview that you would like to have with the Holy Spirit. Consider such questions as:

· How old are you?
· What is your role?

· What are some memorable events that you have been a part of?
· What do you consider your greatest achievement? 
	· Designs questions to conduct an interview


	Research

	1.0 What is the Christian understanding of the Trinity and why is it important?
Trinity or triune are terms by which we describe the unity of three persons in the one God - the Father in Heaven, the Son who came to Earth and the Holy Spirit who comes to live in us. Christians are not the only people who think about God, but they are the only ones who believe in the One God in three persons. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are in complete unity as they work together.

	
	Read Isaiah 55:9. Discuss how God is much greater than we can ever imagine and we will never know or understand everything about Him. One of the things that some people find difficult to comprehend is the idea of the Trinity, or God being a triune God. Investigate what these verses tell us about God being three persons in one: 
· Deuteronomy 6:4
· Mark 12:29
· John 5:11-18; 7:39; 10:30; 14:6, 10-11, 16-17, 26; 16:7

· Acts 2:33-36
· 1 Corinthians 2:11; 8:6
· Ephesians 4:6

· Philippians 2:9-11

· 1 Timothy 2:5
· James 2:19
As you read, jot down your ideas about the following questions:

· What seems to be the relationship between members of the Trinity?
· In what ways was Jesus, on earth, like us?
· In what ways was Jesus unlike us while on Earth?
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Summarises aspects of God’s nature
· Draws links between Old and new Testament teaching

	
	Investigate some earthly concepts that help us to understand the concept of the Trinity, such as water in its three states. Research to discover other analogies proposed by different people, such as:

· Jesus is God and yet is God’s son. One way of understanding this is by comparing it to someone dipping a cup into the ocean. The water in the cup is seawater, and the ocean is seawater. We may look at the cup but we can never comprehend the immensity of the ocean it came from. This may be demonstrated by taking a teaspoon of water from a bucket, or extracting a grain of sand from a sandpit
· The Holy Spirit is like the wind which you cannot see, but can observe its effect
	· Investigates symbols and pictures to depict an idea

· Uses a range of sources to research 

	
	Find Biblical references to each person of the Godhead. Categorise them under the headings ‘Father’, ‘Son’, and ‘Holy Spirit’, and paraphrase what they tell about the character of God
	· Uses a range of sources to research

· Sorts ideas

	
	1.1 What does the Bible say about what God the Father like?

God the Father is described as our loving and caring ‘Abba’ or ‘daddy’ – as perfect a father as we could humanly imagine. He forgives sin. He was also Jesus’ father.

	
	When you use the word God, most people think of God the Father. Review your findings from survey in Relate about ‘Who is God?’ or ‘What is God like?’ Find Biblical evidence to support or refute the characteristics listed, and add any ideas of your own
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Uses a range of sources to research

· Identifies main ideas

	
	Make a list of attributes that you would expect a perfect father to have. Discuss your ideas, and then investigate any Biblical evidence to support them
	· Shares ideas

· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Uses a range of sources to research

	
	Investigate what these verses tell us about God the Father:

· Deuteronomy 32:6

· Psalm 68:5-6

· Isaiah 63:16; 64:8 

· Matthew 5:48

· Matthew 6:8-10

· Mark 11:25; 14:36

· Luke 23:34

· Luke 6:36

· Galatians 4:6
As you read, jot down your ideas about the following questions:

· In what ways can human fathers be like our Heavenly Father? In what ways do they differ?

· How does God demonstrate the love of a father towards us?

· How did Jesus demonstrate that God was his father?

· Why do we need to be forgiven by God?
Construct a cross-shaped bridge to span the gap between two desks labeled ‘God’ and ‘Us’. Discuss how God bridged the gap between Himself and us by the cross of Jesus
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Summarises aspects of God’s nature
· Identifies main ideas

	
	1.2 What do we learn about Jesus the Son from Scripture?
Jesus was the Son of God, born on Earth. He was God, the exact image of God, and yet man. His work on Earth was to bridge the gap between God and man – to forgive, redeem and offer the hope of eternal life.

	
	Investigate what these verses tell us about Jesus as Son of God:

· Isaiah 7:14
· Matthew 1:21
· Mark 2:1-12
· Luke 4:18-19
· John 1:1-3, 14; 10: 27-30; 20:28
· 2 Corinthians 4:4
· Ephesians 1:7
· Philippians 2:6-7
· Colossians 1:15
· Hebrews 1:3
· 1 Timothy 1:15
· Titus 2:11-14 
· 1 John 5:11-12, 20
As you read, jot down your ideas using the following questions as a guide:
· What did Jesus say about himself?
· In what situations does the Bible show us Jesus forgiving people’s sins?
· What was the work of Jesus while on Earth?
· What did others say about Jesus?
· What does “in the image of God” actually mean?
· To what can we compare Jesus’ claims about Himself with claims made by those who began other religions but did not claim to be God?

Read Section 11 of ‘Evidence Demands a Verdict’ by Josh McDowell and discuss the main ideas
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Summarises aspects of God’s nature
· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas
· Uses a range of sources to research 
· Shares ideas

	
	Discuss what you would expect a person to be like if he were God. Find scriptural stories that indicate that Jesus fulfilled these expectations
	· Shares ideas

· Locates references in the Bible

	
	1.3 Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit is God. He lives in people, evidenced by the ‘fruit’ of their lives. He guides us.

	
	Investigate to find out more about the Holy Spirit, using the following as a guide:

· Read Acts 2:1-4. Discuss:

· How did the people know that the Holy Spirit was active?

· What did some people say was happening?

· Why do you think there were different opinions about what was happening?

· Read Galatians 5:18-23. Draw a flowchart that shows the work of the Holy Spirit in a willing heart, and an unwilling heart
· Find stories in Scripture or modern day in which the Holy Spirit has guided people. Invite a guest speaker who has experienced the Holy Spirit’s guidance

· Ask the Holy Spirit to live in your heart and to guide you
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Shares ideas
· Summarises aspects of God’s nature
· Uses a range of sources to research

	
	Look at the questions you wrote for an interview with the Holy Spirit. Research to discover what the answers might be. Use the following verses to help your thinking, and to add any new questions you think of:

· Gen 1:2

· Matt 3:16-17

· John 1:32, 16:12-16

· Rom 8:13-15

· Gal 5:22-23
	· Uses a range of sources to research

	
	Read, in groups, a selection of verses about God’s Holy Spirit. Write the main ideas in each verse. Group verses together which seem to say similar things. Find metaphors that are used to describe God the Hoy Spirit. Write a statement about God that summarises what you have learnt from these verses. Add to it or modify it during the term
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Investigates symbols and pictures to depict an idea

· Summarises aspects of God’s nature



	The Bible is the story of God’s work in the community of the people of Israel, and later in the world, and of different community’s responses to God. 
	

	
	1.1 What is the book of Deuteronomy about?
Deuteronomy means ‘a copy of the law’ or ‘these are the words’ and outlines laws and rules for God’s people at the time it was written. Laws and rules exist for the protection and benefit of people and environments. God’s laws are an expression of His love and care for us.

	
	‘Deuteronomy’ means ‘A copy of the law’ or ‘These are the words’. It contains many rules for God’s people Israel to follow. Share your ideas about the following questions:

· Why are laws and rules important for people living in a community?

· Are some laws more important than others? Why or why not?

· What rules and laws do you follow at home, school, in sporting teams or clubs, in our community or country, that ensure unity and harmony for all?

· What rules and laws do we read about in the Bible?
· Why does God give us laws and rules to live by?
	· Shares ideas

· Identifies main ideas

	
	1.2 Who wrote Deuteronomy, for whom and why? 
Deuteronomy was given by God to Moses, who wrote it down for the people of Israel – many of whom were born in the wilderness – as an outline of God’s expectations about how his people should relate to each other in community. It was written in the plains of Moab, where the people of Israel were camped. God had given the law to Moses at Mt Sinai, and the people of Israel were waiting to enter the Promised Land after having wandered for 40 years. Moses would die before they enter it. Deuteronomy is a record of God’s covenant with the people of Israel.

	
	Investigate the following about the book of Deuteronomy, using the activities listed:

· Where do we find Deuteronomy in the Bible? Review the books that come before it. Memorise the order of the first 8-14 books of the Old Testament
· What had happened in God’s Story up until this point? Draw a timeline of some of the major events from the books of Genesis and Exodus
· Who wrote it? What do we know about him? Draw a mindmap or timeline of some of the major events in his life (See Gen – Deut, Deut 1:1-5, Deut 4:44-49, Ex 2 – 10)
· For whom was it written? Where were they and why? Summarise your findings about the background to this book, and include a map showing where the people were and where they had been (See Ex 19-20, Deut 1:9-45 Deut 2:1-23)
· When was it written, and why was necessary for God to give ‘a copy of the law’ at this time? Identify what had happened before the book was written, what was soon to happen, and the reasons why this made it important to pause and reflect (See Num 20:12, Deut 1:37-40, Deut 3:21-29, Deut 4:26-28, Deut 4:25-40) 
	· Uses a range of sources to research

· Draws a table or diagram to show connections

· Summarises ideas

· Locates references in the Bible

	
	2.3 What do we learn about God and living in unity from reading Deuteronomy?

Deuteronomy tells us the final preparations that the children of Israel needed to make before entering the Promised Land – to remember what God has done, to remember what he expects, and to remember his attributes. Deuteronomy reminds us that we have a God who speaks and acts, and wants to be a part of our daily lives. Jesus often quoted from the book of Deuteronomy – especially when tempted by Satan. 

	
	Read Deuteronomy 4:1-4 and 6:4-8 to identify what the children of Israel needed to do before entering the Promised Land. Draw a graphic organiser to show what is important for us to learn from reading in the book of Deuteronomy, by reading the following New Testament verses:

· Matthew 4:1-11

· John 17:20-23 
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Draws a table or diagram to show connections
· Draws links between Old and new Testament teaching

	
	2.4 What is the book of Ephesians about?

The book of Ephesians is a letter written by Paul to the church in Ephesus when he was a prisoner in Rome, about 61 years after the birth of Jesus. At that time, most of the Middle East was united under Roman leadership, and there were many issues causing disunity amongst the believers in Ephesus. The book of Ephesians addresses the issue of unity as found in Jesus.

	
	Investigate the following about the book of Ephesians, using the activities listed:
· Where do we find Ephesians in the Bible? Review the books that come before it. Memorise the order of the first 12 books of the New Testament
· Who wrote it? What do we know about him? Draw a mindmap or timeline of some of the major events in his life 
· For whom was it written? Where were they and what do we know about them? Find the location of Ephesus on a map. Research the period in which Ephesians was written to learn about the Roman Empire and its effect on Christians of the time
· When was it written, and why was necessary for him to write this? Identify how long after the death of Jesus this book was written, and how this community of Christians would have learned about God or the work of Jesus. Discuss some reasons why this, and the time in which they lived, may have led to disagreements 
	· Uses a range of sources to research

· Draws a table or diagram to show connections

· Summarises ideas

· Locates references in the Bible
· Identifies main ideas

	
	Listen to the book of Ephesians on a CD and take notes of things that you find interesting as you hear them
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible
· Meditates on scripture

· Shares ideas

	
	2.5 What can we learn from Ephesians 1 about Paul’s purpose in writing?

Paul explains that God is a gracious God who has blessed us, chosen us, adopted us, saved us, forgiven us and given us wisdom, so we should be gracious and generous with others. God desires that all things in creation be brought together in unity under Jesus. Paul prays for greater understanding of God, who desires his church to function as a body under its head, Jesus.

	
	From your reading of Ephesians 1, identify:

· How many times can you find the word “every” in Ephesians 1?

· How many times can you find the word “all”?

· What was Paul talking about when these words are used?
· What does verse 10 tell us about God’s purpose for unity?
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible
· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

	
	In Ephesians 1:15-21, Paul gives praise to God, then a prayer for knowledge. Find words or phrases in this passage that identifies the following pattern of living for us:

· Praising God in thankfulness

· Depending on God

· Asking God to change our hearts

· Asking God to help us know him

· Asking God what he wants us to do

· Reminding ourselves of what God has done
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible
· Identifies meaning of words and phrases in Bible verses

· Sorts ideas
· Identifies main ideas

	
	2.6 What can we learn about what unity is like from Ephesians 2 and 3?

Paul presents a number of analogies to illustrate the concept of unity between the community of believers.

	
	Ephesians 1:22-23 presents a picture of Jesus as the head over his body, the church – with everything “under his feet” (v 22).  Identify which verses in Ephesians 2 and 3 present the following ideas:

· two men being made into one man

· a barrier or dividing wall being removed

· foreigners becoming citizens of our country

· belonging to a household, like a family

· a building joined together by Jesus

· heirs of the same inheritance

· members of a body

· people who share a promise or covenant

· people who share a secret or mystery about God

· members of the same family
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible
· Identifies meaning of words and phrases in Bible verses

· Sorts ideas
· Identifies main ideas

	
	Share your ideas about the following with regard to Ephesians 2 and 3: 
· Which verses in these chapters speak to you and why?

· Why are the language features used here effective for Paul’s purpose?

· How has Jesus allowed for unity between Jews and Gentiles, and between all cultures?
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Develops relationship with God

· Shares ideas

· Identifies meaning of words and phrases in Bible verses

· Sorts ideas
· Identifies main ideas

	
	2.7 What can we learn about how Christians are to live from Ephesians 4 and 5?

Paul explains why unity is important among the community of believers and gives some practical advice for building unity. He gives further analogies of the bond between them – ligaments in a body working together for the same purpose, and a new man who has been created to be like God.

	
	Read Ephesians 4:1-5. Identify words and phrases that tell us:

· We need to live together in love and unity

· Humility, gentleness, patience and forbearance are necessary for unity and community

· Although we have been given unity in Christ, we can lose it
Share your ideas about the following questions:

· Is unity possible without love?

· When we say we go to ‘church’, what do we mean? Who is the ‘church’ and what is our relationship to them?

· What is meant by the word ‘hope’ in this context? What is our ‘hope’?
· Why is learning about building community useful for people and important to God?
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Develops relationship with God

· Shares ideas

· Identifies meaning of words and phrases in Bible verses

· Sorts ideas
· Identifies main ideas

	
	Read Ephesians 4:11-13. Draw a diagram that illustrates what Paul is saying here about the relationship between the giver, the recipients, the gifts and the purpose of the gifts. Describe how understanding this would help the Ephesians to understand why unity was important
	· Draws a table or diagram to show connections
· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	Read Ephesians 4:14-16. Discuss:
· What might have just happened before this was written?

· What does this teach me about the nature of man or the nature of the world around me so that I can better serve Him?
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Shares ideas

· Identifies aspects of human nature

	
	Together, read or listen to Ephesians 4: 17 – 5:20. As you do, write ideas about the following:

· Reasons why we know that God has given unity to the community of believers

· Analogies about unity between believers

· Things that take that unity away

· Habits and actions that build unity
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Shares ideas

· Investigates symbols and pictures to depict an idea
· Summarises ideas

	
	2.8 What do we learn from Ephesians 5 and 6 about unity at home and school or work?

Paul explains the importance of building unity between husband and wife as an example of what is possible in the church. Parents and children should demonstrate unity by considering each other’s needs. Slaves/students/employees are to work as if they are working for God, while masters/teachers/employers should deal with their charges kindly and fairly. While these were revolutionary ideas to the Ephesians, they are also very relevant in our society today.
Satan will attack where there is unity in a community of believers. We are to prepare ourselves for this as an army of soldiers united against our enemy. 

	
	In Ephesians 5:21, Paul makes a clear statement about cooperating with others. Read it together, and investigate his explanation about how we are to do that in the different communities to which we belong:

Husbands and Wives (Ephesians 5:22-32)
· How can wives build unity in a marriage?

· How can husbands build unity in a marriage?

· Why is this important?

· Why would this have been a revolutionary idea in the society in which the Ephesians lived?
· Why is this important advice for us today?
Children and Parents (Ephesians 6:1-4)
· How can children build unity in a family?

· How can parents build unity in a family?

· Why would this have been a revolutionary idea in the society in which the Ephesians lived?
· Why is this important advice for us today?
Slaves and Masters ((Ephesians 6:5-9)
· How can slaves/students/employees build unity in a workplace or school community?
· How can masters/teacher/employers build unity in a workplace or school community?
· Why would this have been a revolutionary idea in the society in which the Ephesians lived?

· Why is this important advice for us today?
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible
· Shares ideas
· Identifies meaning of words and phrases in Bible verses

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

	
	God knows that when people work together in unity, Satan will try to bring division. Paul describes this as an attack for which we need to be prepared, and gives his final analogy to the Ephesians as the community of believers being soldiers in an army, united against its enemy. Draw a diagram of how we are to fight against disunity
	· Draws a table or diagram to show connections
· Considers personal application of biblical teaching


	Research

	2.0  How did Jesus demonstrate unity with God the Father and with the Holy Spirit?

Jesus was the Son of God, born on Earth. He was the exact image of God, and yet man. He was without sin, despite being tempted by Satan. He explained that he and the Father were one and throughout his life on Earth, maintained his mission to complete the work of the Father - to bridge the gap between God and man by offering forgiveness from sin and the hope of eternal life through his death on the cross.

	
	Make a timeline of Jesus’ life. Include prophecy of His birth, significant events in His growing years, important events in His ministry, death, and resurrection. Circle the things that humans experience, and the things that we do not experience
	· Draws a table or diagram to show connections

· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

	
	Jesus’ miraculous birth indicated to those who observed that he was no ordinary baby. Research to discover the events surrounding the birth of Jesus that showed he was from God 
	· Uses a range of sources to research

	
	The Bible tells us that Jesus was the exact image of God. Discuss how exact images are created, and then read the following scriptures:

· John 10:30; 20:28 
· 2 Corinthians 4:4

· Philippians 2:6

· Colossians 1:15
· Hebrews 1:3
	· Shares ideas

· Locates references in the Bible

· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

	
	Jesus spent time as a child learning the Scriptures and discussing the Law with the teachers at the temple. Investigate what he told his mother when she found him at the temple, and discuss what this tells us about Jesus’ unity with God. Read the statement by Jesus in the following verses, and identify how Jesus shows unity with the Father:

· John 4:34

· John 14:9
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

	
	Read what Jesus explained to those in the temple, in Luke 4:18-19. Discuss:
· How did the people who heard him respond? Why?

· How did his statement demonstrate unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit? 
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas
· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

	
	Read the account of the temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11. Discuss how he showed unity with the Father in this situation
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas
· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

	
	Read through some gospel stories about Jesus, the Son of God. Create a T-chart to answer the questions below:
· In what ways was Jesus like us? Consider those elements of the stories which demonstrate his humanity
· In what ways, was Jesus unlike us? Consider the things that Jesus could do, that only God can do
	· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

· Identifies aspects of human nature

· Draws a table or diagram to show connections

	
	How did Jesus demonstrate unity with the Father even in death? Read Mark 14:36 and Luke 23:34, and then discuss Thomas’ response when Jesus appeared to him after his death (see John 20:28)
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas
· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

	
	Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God for a number of important reasons. This belief sets them apart from that of many other religions, which assert that Jesus was just a good man. If Jesus was just a man, then his death on the cross means nothing and we have no hope of eternal life. Consider the following statements carefully and discuss them. Find scriptures to support each one, by using a concordance or other Bible reference, and asking other Christians why they believe these to be true. Then investigate the scriptures below to discover what Jesus claimed, nd draw a symbol to represent each ideas:
1. Jesus claimed to be God

2. Jesus claimed to deserve the same honour as God

3. Jesus claimed that people should believe in Him 4. Jesus accepted worship from people

5. Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins

6. Jesus claimed to be “Life”
7. People who knew him said he was who he said he was

8. Jesus was either Lord as he said he was, or a liar, or a lunatic

9. Prophecies about His coming and life were fulfilled in Jesus

10. Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to many in bodily form

· Matthew 8:2; 14:33; 16:15-17

· Luke 7:48

· John 5:17-18, 23-24; 9:35-39; 10:30-33; 14:1, 6
	· Summarises aspects of God’s nature

· Identifies aspects of human nature

· Develops relationship with God

· Locates references in the Bible
· Draws links between Old and new Testament teaching
· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching


	Research

	3.0  How can I help to develop a good community in my home and school?

	
	3.1 Why do we need to work at developing a good community?

Communities are part of God’s plan. He designed the first communities. But because we are all different, unity is a gift given by God to enable us to work and live as one. Our differences are to be used for the benefit of all. However, we cannot have true unity with others if we are not at peace within ourselves and do not have our spirits yielded to God. God wants us to be in harmony or at peace with ourselves.

	
	Discuss the meaning of the word community, a compound word derived from the Latin, containing the concepts of ‘togetherness’, ‘common’ and ‘gift’. This suggests that the true meaning of the word community is about people being together, sharing things ‘in common’, giving to each other and treasuring the togetherness as a gift. Identify how God instructed Adam and Eve to build a community around them, and God’s promise to Abraham that his descendants would be a community who would live in his ways and be a blessing to the world. Share your ideas about the following with a partner or a small group, and then present them to the class for their discussion:
· What is unity?

· Why is unity a ‘gift’?

· What attitudes and actions of groups of people can make unity difficult in a community of very different?

· What attitudes and actions might make it difficult for an individual to feel ‘at one’ with a community of people?

· How would you describe a family that is functioning well?

· How would you describe a school community that is functioning well?

· How would you describe a community that is functioning well?
	· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	As humans we have a body, which is the home for our mind, feelings and spirit. Our spirit is designed for friendship with God’s Spirit, but we feel upset inside when: 
· we disobey God, our parents or other authorities
· we are hurtful to other people
· we are lonely, not living in community with others
· when we forget that God loves us and that the Spirit will guide us and help us with any problems we have
Read Proverbs 15:13, 30 and 17:22, John 14:1 and Romans 8:10 before answering the questions below:

· Why does the Bible speak of our bodies as being a ‘tent’?
· What does it mean to be ‘at peace with’ or ‘in conflict with’ ourselves?
· How does being ‘at peace with’ or ‘in conflict with’ ourselves affect us physically?
· How does being at peace with ourselves help us in daily life?
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	Read Matthew 18:20 and John 17:23 to discover what the ‘fruit’ or benefit of unity is. Discuss:

· Why is this important?
· How might this impact non-believers?
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	4.2 How can we help to build unity in our community?

God gives a spirit of unity as we follow Christ, because God holds us together. The Bible reminds us to be humble and loving, willing to associate with all people regardless of their position, popularity, or influence.

	
	Read the following verses and list the advice that we are given about building unity: 

· Matthew 19:6 

· Romans 12:16; 15:5

· Colossians 1:17; 3:14
Beside each of the ideas that you have listed, write down ideas of ways in which you could enact them in our community, or local service projects which you could work together on to build unity
	· Locates references in the Bible
· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	There are many ways in which we can maintain unity at school. Read the following verses to explain how to keep unity within a community of people:

· 1 Corinthians 1:10, 12:12-26, 13:5, 6

· Ephesians 4:2-3, 25, 26, 28-31, 5:4, 20
Consider ideas such as:
· Make every effort to keep unity through peaceful interactions with each other
· Have equal concern for each other

· Be truthful

· Agree with each other 

· Use the gifts God has given us to benefit the whole
Discuss which of these ideas you find difficult and write a prayer to ask God to help you in that area
	· Meditates on scripture

· Shares ideas
· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

	
	God has given each of us gifts to use for the benefit of others, not to make us look good. Think about the gifts you have and how you can use them to benefit others, and then identify: 

· the gifts that people in your family have that help you

· the gifts that someone you may not like has, that you could appreciate
	· Meditates on scripture
· Considers personal application of biblical teaching
· Develops relationship with God

	
	4.2 What causes disunity in a community?

Disunity occurs wherever there is sin, especially:

Lies
Anger
Bitterness 
Trouble-making
Hatred
Gossip 
Greed
We will only have complete unity in Heaven, where there is no sin.

	
	Disunity can happen when we misunderstand the thoughts or intentions of others, or fail to appreciate the differences. Read 1 Peter 3:8 together, and then investigate some other causes of disunity in communities by reading the following verses:

· Proverbs 6:14; 10:12; 15:18; 16:28; 28:25

· Hebrews 12:15
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Shares ideas

	
	The Bible tells us that there will always be an element of disunity within a community. Read Ephesians 1:10 and 4:7 and discuss why this is so
	· Locates references in the Bible

· Shares ideas


Finding Out Further 

	Further Research
	1. Identify an issue or topic which you would like to investigate further, based on what you have learned so far

2. Make a plan

3. Research

4. Organise your notes and plan ways to communicate your

understandings

The following is a range of suggestions for you to consider:

	
	Plan a small business or service organisation to operate within the school community, considering the following:

· The needs, wants or opportunities - products or services that will bless others

· The resources required to make, acquire, develop and promote – people, materials and skills required

· The time frame for planning and implementation

· The purpose for any money raised, or whether the product or service will be offered for no cost as a blessing
	· Conducts interviews and surveys
· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	Research to identify any ways in which God has had powerful impact on a community or culture throughout history
	· Uses a range of sources to research

	
	Investigate what Moses told the children of Israel to reflect on in the speeches he gave in Deuteronomy 
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Summarises ideas

	
	Read the story of the paralytic man, and plan ways in which you could modernise the setting it order to write a play about it. Include ideas about how to communicate the reasons why Jesus forgave the man’s sins
	· Reads or listens to significant portions of the Bible

· Uses drama to investigate biblical stories and concepts

	
	Research further about the gifts that God gives and how they can be used to benefit the community. Identify particular gifts and strengths that are needed by different people in the community, and what consequences there might be if these people had a bad attitude towards the community 
	· Uses a range of sources to research
· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching

	
	Research different analogies given for unity in the Bible and plan how you could communicate these ideas to others
	· Investigates symbols and pictures to depict an idea

	
	Identify any negative elements of our school or local community, which you believe could be addressed. Describe the background to the issue and some possible actions which could be taken to alleviate the problem
	· Gathers information

· Shares ideas

· Sorts ideas

· Identifies main ideas

· Considers personal application of biblical teaching


	Reason
	Identify temptations which you or your peers face, and two opposite actions you could take which could build unity or community or destroy it. Draw diagram to show possible events and outcomes
	· Identifies a biblical perspective
· Identifies a relationship between ideas

	
	Draw comparisons between the eras of Deuteronomy and Ephesians and today, and draw conclusions about how communities have changed
	· Compares and contrasts

	
	Compare what you have learned about the way to build unity in a community, by ‘putting off’ some attitudes and actions, and ‘putting on’ some new ones
	· Identifies a biblical perspective
· Identifies a relationship between ideas

	
	Discuss:
· What is empathy?

· How do empathetic people respond and what kinds of things do they say?

· When have you observed someone showing empathy towards another?

· When have you demonstrated empathy towards other people?

· How might empathy help to build unity between people?
· What do empathy and thinking interdependently have to do with each other?
	· Identifies a biblical perspective

· Identifies a relationship between ideas

· Expresses an opinion confidently and provides reasons for it

	
	Describe some biblical principles which you have learned that could be applied to playing in teams


	· Identifies a biblical perspective

· Identifies a relationship between ideas

	
	Discuss these statements:

· Agreeing with people is always good
· It is possible to disagree respectfully
· Being angry is wrong

· We should live our lives like the early Christian community did
Print cards with statements on them to put on the table in the middle of your group. Pick up a card to help you develop your thinking and the group discussion:

· I think this because…
· I think this is important because…

· I agree/disagree because…

· I would like to add to that by saying…

· I would like to piggyback on that idea…

· I would like to explore that idea more…

· I want to question your comment because…
	· Identifies a biblical perspective

· Identifies a relationship between ideas

· Expresses an opinion confidently and provides reasons for it

	
	Write down a paragraph in the first box, describing a conflict you had recently. Consider what might have happened if you had done or said something differently. Write a second paragraph about what you could have done differently, then describe the difference that the second action may have made in resolving the conflict
	· Compares and contrasts
· Identifies a relationship between ideas




	Reflect
	When we live and work together, conflict is inevitable - partly because of our different gifts. We can resolve conflict with others by practising love and working towards unity. Read the following scriptures to identify ways in which you can help to build unity:

· Isaiah 41:5-7
· Proverbs 27:5

· Matthew 18:15-17 

· 1 Corinthians 13

· Galatians 5:24-25
· Philippians 2:1-11
· Colossians 3:13 

· 1 Peter 4:10 
Identify a conflict that you had recently. Identify the cause of the conflict, what you did to add to the conflict and any negative attitudes you had. Suggest what you could do differently next time in your words, actions and attitudes. Finally, write down what you think Jesus might have done in your situation
	· Identifies an implication of biblical teaching on life today

	
	Before entering Promised Land, God wanted the children of Israel to pause and reflect - to remember what God had done for them, who he is and what he expected them to do in the future. Pause and reflect on what God has done for you, who he is and what he expects you to do with your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to search your thoughts
	· Reflects on personal relationship with God

	
	Should we always agree with, and be in unity with other people? Read 2 Corinthians 6:14 and Proverbs 13:20 to guide your thinking. Discuss your ideas about this, and give examples of your main ideas, identifying:

· We should not agree with people when they suggest we do wrong things

· We should not agree with people when they do not obey or respect God
	· Identifies an implication of biblical teaching on life today

	
	Have a range of ‘stem statements’ to begin a discussion in small groups, with an adult as a leader. Stem statements could include:

· Sometimes I find it hard to get on with people in my community when…
· The times I am most likely to break the agreements or rules of my community are when…

· I think that being friendly to people I don’t know is…

· When I see people who are new to our community, I would like to…

· For finding ways of solving disagreements positively, I would rate myself out of ten as…

· I think that our community could be improved if I …
	· Reflects on personal relationship with God

· Identifies an implication of biblical teaching on life today

	
	Think of the different people in the Bible you have read about this term. Think about the ways that they struggled to be good community members. Choose a situation that you can identify with most, and explain why
	· Reflects on personal relationship with God

· Identifies an implication of biblical teaching on life today


	Resolve
	Identify how what you personally have learnt might impact who you are and what you do

	
	Resolve to allow what you have learnt to affect the person you are and want to be in the future. Pray and ask God to work in your life and through your life, and to give you the fruit of the Spirit of unity. Look at the Respond section for ideas of possible responses, and make a choice to be changed in some way for the better
	· Makes decisions about possible actions

	
	Ask God to show you areas in your life where you are not a positive member of a particular community. Ask forgiveness where necessary and make an action plan to develop your character in the small things
	· 


	Respond
	Change your attitudes

	
	In a diary or journal, write your ideas about:

· What makes me angry?

· What do I do at times that makes others upset?

· What are the benefits to me of feeling guilty for wrong things I have done?

· What are appropriate and constructive ways to deal with anger?

· What are some ways I can make an effort to keep unity in my family/ class?

· Am I truthful?

· Do I disagree for the sake of it, or because I am proud?

· Do I use my gifts to serve others or to make myself look good?
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in helping to build the communities of which you are a part. Pray that God’s Holy Spirit will fill you so that you can be a strong part of the Christian community in your area
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Makes a plan for character development
· Develops relationship with God

	
	Change your thinking 

	
	Good communities are created by healthy families and individuals. The hardest place to demonstrate good character is often in our families, because we can be less careful about the way we behave when we are at home.
If we learn to be loving and learn good character in our families, it will be easier to have good character in all areas of our lives. Families and communities of God’s people today are intended to be a blessing to the world. Write your ideas about:

· How am I a blessing to my family?

· How am I a blessing to my class or school?

· How am I a blessing to my community?
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Actively responds to biblical text
· Makes a plan for character development
· Develops relationship with God

	
	Take action 

	
	Think of conflicts that you have within your family, friendships, or class, give them and yourself to God, and ask Him to bring peace and unity by His Spirit. List things that appear to cause the greatest conflicts between you and friends, your parents or your siblings. Discuss ways in which these conflicts could best be resolved and set goals of ways you can help bring more unity at home with brothers and sisters, and with parents
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Makes a plan for character development
· Develops relationship with God

	
	Pray for people you know in our community, our nation and in our communities in need. Write their names on some prayer cards, and pull one out each day to pray for them
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Develops relationship with God

	
	Make a list of rules that will help to protect against bullying at school, and build a sense of community
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Actively responds to biblical text

	
	Make plans to assist the school community in some way that helps everyone. Approach the appropriate person/people to organise some volunteer work:

· In the library

· In the playground

· In another classroom

· In the canteen or cafeteria

· In the office

· In the uniform shop

· In the school garden

· Other

Invite the one who supervises you to write a short comment on your attitude and actions
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Actively responds to biblical text

	
	Help someone specific in our community in a way that needs help to feel part of a community
	· Actively responds to biblical text

	
	Volunteer to assist a business for a day. Go with the desire to serve and to observe the ways in which people work together to meet the needs of many. Share your ideas and experiences with others
	· Actively responds to biblical text

	
	Organise a fundraising scheme to raise money for an organisation that serves others and is in need of funds
	· Actively responds to biblical text

	
	Communicate your learning

	
	Make a model or display of analogies of the Trinity or of unity. Focus your ideas on ways to communicate the mystery of a Triune God and the value of unity within the community
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Write a newspaper article about an event or events where the Holy Spirit was evident. Use your research from Research 1.3
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Imagine that you are a TV reporter in Ephesus. Design interview questions for a Roman citizen and give their answers
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Imagine that you are Thomas. Write a letter to your friend, Jesus, whom you have just seen – risen from the dead! Express your thoughts, feelings and hopes and regrets
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Write a play about a story in the Bible that teaches us about the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit. Modernise it by changing the setting
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Write a song, poem or play that communicates ideas about unity between people, or how unity can be threatened and then resolved well
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Make your own image or symbol depicting the unity of your class, e.g. a mural of a brick wall with each student’s name in the wall; a rope made with different-coloured strands of wool, each representing a student and twisted to show strength; a jigsaw puzzle of student names or photographs
	· Creatively communicates biblical understanding

	
	Stand for what is right

	
	Organise to assist a family or community group who are in need of support to help others or to help themselves
	· Applies a biblical world view to personal life
· Actively responds to biblical text
· Makes a stand for justice on an ethical issue


	Review and Record
	A long time ago, a man by the name of Cicero said: “We were born to unite with our fellow men, and to join in community with the human race.” List reasons why God values unity in communities 
	· Draws links to the Big Idea, the Key Understanding and the Focus Question

	
	Look at the Big Idea, Key Understanding and Focus Question. Brainstorm all the things that you know about these, which you did not know before. Write a reflection about how what you have learnt will impact what you do
	· Is reflective about own character, faith and skill development

	
	Share something with a partner that you have learned about the Focus Question, and the Key Areas of Investigation. Then meet with two other people and collate your ideas, then two more and two more. Write down eight important ideas which you have discussed, relating to this term’s investigation
	· Reviews highlights of the study

	
	Discuss with a partner, and then with your class:

· How did you think interdependently with others during this investigation?

· What evidence of effective cooperation did you observe as part of this investigation?

· When did you need to rely on others, and when did they need to rely on you?
· What did you learn about the importance to God of thinking interdependently and cooperating within a community?
· What have you learned that will change the way you live?
	· Is reflective about own character, faith and skill development
· Reviews highlights of the study
· Sets goals

	
	Evaluate the class in terms of the Habit of Mind and Habit of Character for this term. Describe:

· How you have developed these habits during the term

· How you will continue to develop these habits during the remainder of the year
	· Is reflective about own faith and character development

· Sets goals


	Rejoice!
	Share a community celebration that builds unity, by inviting and welcoming people of many walks of life. Include parents, grandparents and any members of the local business community, and recognise the efforts of both community members and students who make our community a great place to live in some way. Encourage students to share their learning and to outline any initiatives that they have undertaken. Propose any ways in which the school community can work together with the business community in order to make our local community a place of cooperation, unity and blessing
	· Participates in creative celebration


Scriptures 
Genesis 1:2

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Numbers 20:12

But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.”
Deuteronomy 1:1-12

These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness east of the Jordan—that is, in the Arabah—opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab. 2 (It takes eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by the Mount Seir road.)

3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all that the Lord had commanded him concerning them. 4 This was after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and at Edrei had defeated Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth.

5 East of the Jordan in the territory of Moab, Moses began to expound this law, saying:

6 The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7 Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates. 8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the Lord swore he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their descendants after them.”

9 At that time I said to you, “You are too heavy a burden for me to carry alone. 10 The Lord your God has increased your numbers so that today you are as numerous as the stars in the sky. 11 May the Lord, the God of your ancestors, increase you a thousand times and bless you as he has promised! 12 But how can I bear your problems and your burdens and your disputes all by myself?

Deuteronomy 1:37-40

37 Because of you the Lord became angry with me also and said, “You shall not enter it, either. 38 But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to inherit it. 39 And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad—they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it. 40 But as for you, turn around and set out toward the desert along the route to the Red Sea.”

Deuteronomy 4:44-49

44 This is the law Moses set before the Israelites. 45 These are the stipulations, decrees and laws Moses gave them when they came out of Egypt 46 and were in the valley near Beth Peor east of the Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon and was defeated by Moses and the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. 47 They took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan. 48 This land extended from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Gorge to Mount Sirion (that is, Hermon), 49 and included all the Arabah east of the Jordan, as far as the Dead Sea, below the slopes of Pisgah.

Deuteronomy 6:4-8

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Deuteronomy 32:6

Is this the way you repay the Lord, you foolish and unwise people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you?
Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah 41:5-7

5 The islands have seen it and fear; the ends of the earth tremble. They approach and come forward;
6 they help each other and say to their companions, “Be strong!”
7 The metalworker encourages the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with the hammer spurs on the one who strikes the anvil. One says of the welding, “It is good.” The other nails down the idol so it will not topple.
Isaiah 55:9

As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Isaiah 63:16

But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name.
Isaiah 64:8

Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.
Psalm 68:5-6

5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.
6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
Proverbs 6:14

(He) who plots evil with deceit in his heart — he always stirs up conflict.
Proverbs 10:12

Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs.
Proverbs 13:20

Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.

Proverbs 15:13

A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit.
Proverbs 15:18

A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who is patient calms a quarrel.

Proverbs 15:30

Light in a messenger’s eyes brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones.
Proverbs 16:28

A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.
Proverbs 17:5

Whoever mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished.
Proverbs 17:22

A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.
Proverbs 27:5

Better is open rebuke than hidden love.

Proverbs 28:25

The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the Lord will prosper.

Matthew 1:21

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

Matthew 3:16-17

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ ”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Matthew 5:48

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 6:8-10

8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you should pray:

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Matthew 18:15-17

15 If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
Matthew 18:20

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 19:6

So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

Mark 2:1-12

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Mark 11:25

And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.
Mark 12:29

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”
Mark 14:36
“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
Luke 4:18-19

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Luke 6:36

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Luke 7:48

Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
Luke 23:34

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 3:8
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
John 4:34

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”

John 5:11-18

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
John 7:39

By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
John 10:27-30

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.
John 14:1

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.”
John 14:6

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
John 14:9-11
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.”
John 14:16-17

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever — 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

John 14:26

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 16:7

But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

John 16:12-16

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”

16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”

John 17:20-23

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

John 20:28

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2:33-36

33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
Romans 8:10

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.
Romans 8:13-15

13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 12:16

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
Romans 15:5

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had.

1 Corinthians 1:10

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

1 Corinthians 2:11

For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 13:5-6

5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
1 Corinthians 8:6

Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.
2 Corinthians 4:4

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 Corinthians 6:14

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

Galatians 4:6
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”

Galatians 5:18-25

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
Ephesians 1:7

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

Ephesians 1:10

…to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment — to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

Ephesians 1:15-23

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 2:12-14

12 Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

Ephesians 2:18-19

18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household.
Ephesians 2:21-22

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Ephesians 3:6

This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 4:1-7

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
Ephesians 4:11-13

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4:14-16

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Ephesians 4:25-31

25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.
Ephesians 5:4

Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.

Ephesians 5:17-32

17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church — 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the church.

Ephesians 6:1-9

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”— which is the first commandment with a promise — 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

Philippians 2:6-7

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

Philippians 2:9-11

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Colossians 1:15-17

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Colossians 3:13-14

13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
1 Timothy 1:15

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.
1 Timothy 2:5

For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.

Titus 2:11-14

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

Hebrews 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
Hebrews 12:15

See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.
James 2:19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
1 Peter 3:8

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.
1 Peter 4:10

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
1 John 5:11-12

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
